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LEHMANN AUDIO BL.
CUBE STATEMENT

Special Issue STEREO 1/2007

ca. €300
Warranty: 2 Years
Manufacturer: Lehmann Audio,
Tel.: +49-2203/932968
www.lehmannaudio.de
Chapeau! With his 'small' Black
Cube, Norbert Lehmann delivers
indeed an audiophile statement.
This colourful and lively phono
pre has got the groove.

THE (SOUND )

DIE IS CAST!

L A B O R AT O RY
FREQUENCY RESPONSE

The favourably-priced Lehmann
boasts with excellent measurement specs: stereo channel separation of max. 104 (!) decibels is
quite sensational, S/N ratios of
80 dB (A) for MM and 60 dB (A)
for MC also bear witness to solid
workmanship. With only 0.0016%
THD and 0.09 % intermodulation,
the Statement behaves like a
model pupil in any situation.

With the
new 'Statement'
the 'Black Cube'
series by audio engineer
Norbert Lehmann from
Cologne offers a sensational
bargain for beginners
smart black cube from
Cologne has rocked
the audiophile scene
for some years in such a way
that the name of its designer
is now tantamount to great
sounding phono preamplifiers 'made in Germany': Norbert Lehmann and his 'Black
Cube'.
The last to receive a well-deserved excellent review were
the Black Cube SE and Twin
models in STEREO 3/2002.

A

This is partly due to the outstanding
price-to-performance-ratio of the equalizer
amps which offer versatile adjustments to all kinds of
pickup systems via DIP switches. Well, the audio engineer
from the beautiful cathedral
city is an especially busy person and hence always on the
lookout for possible improvement. Therefore he is now updating his entire product
range step by step.

F E AT U R E S

The youngest member of the
'Edition 2006' is the 'Black
Cube Statement' which actually does not differ in its appearance from its siblings at
all. But in its price: barely 300
Euro for a device that is completely manufactured in Germany, with all known virtues
of the Lehmann range, makes
the audience take notice. And
justifiably so, as we can state
after our listening check. Like
all high-quality phono pres,

For such a bargain buy, this
phono preamp is extremely versatile. Via DIP switches on the
bottomside the following impedances may be selected per
channel: 47 k ohm, 1 kohm , 100
ohm. Four gain factors can be
selected between 31 and 61
decibels for MM and MC. Free
slot for optional impedance, goldplated connectors.
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the Black Cube also needs
some 'warm-up days' on the
mains net before it set off to
work with an instantly palpable, incredibly vividly performance. The 'Statement' was
sparkling with timbres, revealing a lively, homogeneous
and harmonious character.
The music came off the loudspeakers with a casual nonchalance that it was a pleasure
to listen to the Cologne cube
for hours. It could even beat
our review candidate from
2002 hands down: the 'SE'
with its much more elaborate
external power supply for
twice the price then. And
that's quite a statement, Mister Lehmann!
There is no sign of feature minimization, as one might expect in view of the favourable
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price. Like all members of his
gifted 'clan', the entry-level
pre can be persuaded by
means of DIP switches located on the bottomside to communicate with virtually all
MM and MC systems on
the market. Plus it offers
another internal free
slot for the solder-free
installation of a customer-designed impedance.
The component selection
with high-grade film capacitors and low ESR electrolytic
capacitors as well as the goldplated connectors and the extremely clean, dual-sided pcb
layout are also up to the highest standards. So we may
confidently say it again: Alea
iacta est - the die is cast!
Tobias Zoporowski

As always with Lehmann we see an extremely clean design with topgrade components

The settings for
MM and MC systems are selectable from outside for each
channel

